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Content Standards 
11.1.4: Examine the effects of the Civil War and Reconstruction and of the Industrial 
Revolution, including demographic shifts and the emergence in the late nineteenth 
century of the United States as a world power. 

11.6.4: Analyze the effects of and the controversies arising from New Deal economic 
policies and the expanded role of the federal government in society and the economy 
since the 1930s. 

CCSS Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.2: Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or 
secondary source; provide an accurate summary that makes clear the relationships 
among the key details and ideas. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.7: Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information 
presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) in 
order to address a question or solve a problem. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.11-12.9: Draw evidence from informational texts to support 
analysis, reflection and research. 

Lost LA Episode 
The Lost LA "Coded Geographies" episode examines how marginalized communities 
navigated through Los Angeles. 
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What internal and external factors 
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Central between the 1920s and 
1950s?
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Overview of Lesson 
In this lesson students will jigsaw four secondary documents and create a Document Based 
Question (DBQ) poster that will answer the inquiry question in small groups of four (groups 
may be larger if needed). A DBQ poster is a collaborative DBQ in which students work 
together to create poster that includes background knowledge, visuals, analysis of sources 
and a group agreed upon answer to the inquiry question.  

Between the 1920s and 1950s, South Central was a neighborhood in which African-
Americans were both welcomed and confined. Escaping the oppression of the South 
black folks fled to Los Angeles, among other cities, for a better life. Before WWII, the black 
residents of Los Angeles had the highest rate of urban homeownership. Black intellectuals, 
politicians, athletes, artists and musicians from around the country flocked to South Central. 
Central Avenue became known as "Little Harlem." Although Los Angeles was a space of 
refuge from the South, it was not free of institutional and interpersonal oppression. Housing 
and work discrimination was prevalent. Students will review and jigsaw four secondary 
documents in groups of four and create a DBQ poster that answers the inquiry question. 
  
Sources 

A. Simpson, Kelly (2012). A Southern California Dream Deferred: Racial Covenants in 
Los Angeles. https://www.kcet.org/history-society/a-southern-california-dream-
deferred-racial-covenants-in-los-angeles  

B. Reft, Ryan (2017). Segregation in the City of Angels: A 1939 Map of Housing 
Inequality in L.A.. https://www.kcet.org/shows/lost-la/segregation-in-the-city-of-
angels-a-1939-map-of-housing-inequality-in-la  

C. Meares, Hadley (2015). When Central Avenue Swung: The Dunbar Hotel and the 
Golden Age of L.A.’s ‘Little Harlem’. https://www.kcet.org/history-society/when-
central-avenue-swung-the-dunbar-hotel-and-the-golden-age-of-las-little-harlem  

D. The National Register of Historic Places (2008). Historic Resources Associated with 
African Americans in Los Angeles. http://scalar.usc.edu/works/historic-central-
avenue-los-angeles/a-brief-history-of-central-avenue 

Materials  
• large poster or butcher paper for each group of four students 
• glue sticks tape 
• markers  
• scissors 
• sources and handouts  
• student instructions 

Procedures 
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1. Warm-Up: What factors shape a neighborhood? Draw a two column table on the 
board like the one below: 

Internal: People, actions and institutions from or established by community members. 

External: People, actions and institutions not from or established by community 
members. 

Ask a few students to share out their responses and record their responses in the 
appropriate column 

2. Explain to students that internal and external factors shape neighborhoods.  
    
3. The teacher will now review the objectives of the lesson and also introduce the inquiry 

question: What internal and external factors shaped African-American South Central 
between the 1920s and 1950s? 

4. Next, provide some historical context for this lesson. Play the Lost LA “Coded 
Geographies” segment on Central Avenue 7:37 - 9:05. If time allows, play a larger 
segment from start - 11:18. The teacher will connect Lost LA “Coded Geographies" 
segment to the lesson.  

5. The teacher will review the DBQ Poster using student instructions on Handout. 

6. The teacher will divide students into groups of four. If the class does not have an equal 
number of four students per group, add remaining students to other groups. Groups 
with extra students will double up on a source.  

7. In their groups on Handout 1 titled “What We Know About South Central Los Angeles,” 
students will list what they know about South Central Los Angeles. This information can 
be what they learned from the Lost LA “Coded Geographies” segment or anything else 
they might already know about South Central from the news, popular culture and/or 
personal insight.  

8. The teacher will ask a few groups to share out with the class.  

9. The teacher will distribute sources and Handout 2  to groups ensuring that each 
member has a different source, except for those groups with more than four students 
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10.  Students will read and analyze sources. Students will then determine if the source is 
focusing on internal or external factors that shaped African-American South Central Los 
Angeles and complete Handout 2 for their source individually.   

11. The teacher will circle the class to answer any questions. Walk around and provide 
feedback as students work. 

12. Once all students have read, annotated and completed Handout 2, they will explain 
whether their source explains internal or external factors that shaped African-American 
South Central Los Angeles to their group members.  

   
13.  Students will paste their handouts on the poster board or butcher paper on the side 

they determined (internal or external).  

14. Use the key below as a guide to determine where students need to place source 
handouts on DBQ Poster: 
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Internal Factors External Factors
Source C: Meares, Hadley (2015). When Central 
Avenue Swung: The Dunbar Hotel and the 
Golden Age of L.A.’s ‘Little Harlem’.  

• Black Angeleno activists 
• Dr. John Somerville 
• The Somerville Hotel 
• L.A. chapter of the NAACP 
• Black intellectuals, actors, entertainers, and 

athletes

Source A: Simpson, Kelly (2012). A Southern 
California Dream Deferred: Racial Covenants 
in Los Angeles.  

• Racial restrictive covenants 
• White suburbs fighting integration through 

violence 
• Development of the freeway system

Source D: The National Register of Historic 
Places (2008). Historic Resources Associated 
with African Americans in Los Angeles. 

• African American-owned businesses, 
churches and other enterprises 

• Somerset Hotel, the Hudson-Liddell Building 
and the Golden State Mutual Insurance 
Building 

• The Jazz scene  
• The Club Alabam, the Apex Club, the 

Downbeat, the Flame and the Casablanca

Source B: Reft, Ryan (2017). Segregation in the 
City of Angels: A 1939 Map of Housing 
Inequality in L.A.. 

• Home Owners Loan Corporation 
• Federal Housing Administration 
• Redlining 
• Restricting federally backed home loans 
• Government valuing homogeneity over 

heterogeneity



Assessment 
After groups have analyzed and categorized the documents, they will need to write an 
answer to the inquiry question in the format of the teachers choosing. Each group’s answer 
must answer the inquiry question. Be sure they write their paragraph in the format that is 
practiced with them. 
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SOURCE A 
Simpson, Kelly (2012). A Southern California Dream Deferred: Racial 
Covenants in Los Angeles.  

[In] Los Angeles - before the 1950s - suburbs 
fighting integration often became sites of 
significant racial violence. Whites resorted to 
bombing, firing into, and burning crosses on 
the lawns of Black family homes in areas 
south of Slauson. White gangs in South Gate 
and Huntington Park confronted Blacks who 
dared to travel through their area. This violent 
reaction to Blacks' presence in white 
communities echoed across the nation as the 
Great Migration transformed cities in the 
North and West. In 1917, the Supreme Court 
ruling of Buchanan vs. Warley, declared 
municipally mandated racial zoning unconstitutional. Unfortunately the case 
only dealt with legal statutes, leaving the door open for alternative 
agreements such as restrictive covenants, which served to perpetuate 
residential segregation on private properties. 

Real estate planning boards and developers saw racially restrictive 
covenants as a peaceful and progressive alternative to the violent real 
estate conflicts. In Compton, white homeowners guarded their community 
by introducing several restrictions in 1921: Real estate brokers' license could 
be revoked for integrating the neighborhood, and the Federal Housing 
Administration flatly denied loans in areas not covered by covenants as a 
matter of policy.  

  
Terminologies used to highlight restrictions were found in the deeds of 
homes, supposedly to maintain "respectability of the home," which in 
translation meant white. Restrictions were not limited to blacks - they 
included Asians and Mexicans as well as Native Americans. 
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DEFINITIONS 
integration: the intermixing of people or 
groups previously segregated.  
restrictive covenant: laws that restricted 
the sale of occupation or property on the 
basis of race, ethnicity, religion, or social 
class. 
integrate: to bring people or groups into 
equal participation in an institution or 
community.  
segregation: the enforced separation of 
racial groups in a country, community, or 
establishment.



No area in Los Angeles was affected more by this practice than Compton. 
According to an essay by Josh Sides, the director of the Center for Southern 
California Studies at CSU Northridge, in the early years of World War II, the 
Compton City Council resisted construction of a public housing complex in 
the neighborhood because it was considered "Negro housing." Mobs formed 
under the slogan "Keep the Negroes North of 130th Street." As with other 
areas throughout the region, they employed violent tactics, including 
vandalism and death threats, to keep Black families from moving in. Over 
time however, fearful white homeowners began to feel pressured - 
Compton's location, directly adjacent to the overcrowding Black 
communities along Alameda, was a threat to their desired "respectability."... 
  
Following the Supreme Court decision of Shelley vs Kraemer in 1948, racially 
restrictive covenants became a political liability, as it dissipated the legality 
of restrictive housing practices. In Compton, by this time undeveloped, 
recently annexed land between the white suburb and the concentrated 
Black community inspired ambitious developers to capitalize on the financial 
potential of integration. Davenport Builders spearheaded this shift, selling the 
first unrestricted homes in 1952 on a patch of land that was formerly a 
cornfield. 

The development of the freeway system made it easy for whites to travel 
farther away to the suburbs, further instigating segregation. Blacks soon 
overcrowded the South Central area of Los Angeles, eventually boxed into 
an area confined within the largely uncrossable borders of the 110 and 10 
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freeways and Pico Boulevard. By the 1970s, the area's density and shortage 
of manufacturing jobs increased crime and branded the black communities 
- even including more affluent and middle-class nearby neighborhoods like 
Baldwin Hills - as one large, notoriously violent enclave… 

!     CURRICULUM PROJECT   !  9



SOURCE B  
Reft, Ryan (2017). Segregation in the City of Angels: A 1939 Map of 
Housing Inequality in L.A. 

… In 1939, the government-
sponsored Home Owners Loan 
Corporation produced a map of 
Los Angeles that would crystalize 
discriminatory lending practices 
and reinforce racial and class 
bias in home ownership… 

[The]1939 Home Owners Loan 
Corporation (HOLC) map of Los 
Angeles serves as a window into 
the complexities of federal housing 
policy and a burgeoning multiracial metropolis about to emerge from the Great 
Depression. As with cities across the nation, federal housing policy played a critical 
role in shaping Los Angeles communities in the 20th and 21st centuries.  

First, the HOLC – a creature of Franklin Roosevelt’s New Deal – invented self-
amortizing home loans, an innovation that made it easier for working citizens to buy 
homes without having to make large down payments. Between 1933 and 1936, the 
HOLC also issued new low-interest mortgages to one million homeowners who had 
defaulted or already lost their homes. Under the National Housing Act of 1934, the 
government also created the Federal Housing Administration (FHA), which sought to 
make homeowners of the nation’s citizenry by guaranteeing mortgages with private 
financing and thus encouraging bank investment. The hope was that financial 
institutions could then enact more liberal loaning policies. The FHA would eventually 
extend amortization schedules further, enabling citizens to purchase a home with a 
minimal down payment. Though the FHA and HOLC worked with and through local 
actors, it would be hard to deny their influence on housing in Los Angeles. During the 
1930s, FHA activity in California exceeded that of any other state. 

To facilitate private investment through the FHA, the HOLC, and the Federal Home 
Loan Board Bank (FHLBB), the federal government crafted a national set of 
standards for assessing mortgage risk. Through its 1935 City Survey Program, the HOLC 
gathered data about neighborhoods from approximately 239 cities and compiled 
the results into a rating system ranging from A to D. Communities with A ratings 
represented the best investments for homeowners and banks alike; B, neighborhoods 
that were still desirable, C, those in decline, and D, areas considered hazardous. To 
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DEFINITIONS 
internal: people, actions, and institutions from or 
established by community members. 
external: people, actions, and institutions not from 
or established by community members. 
redline: to discriminate against in housing or 
insurance. 
homogeneous: made up of the same kind of 
people; alike. 
heterogenous: made up of different kinds of 
people; diverse.



visually capture these rankings, the HOLC then turned these ratings into color-coded 
maps, using green for A, blue for B, yellow for C, and red for D – the origin of the term 
“redlining.” 

The ratings purported to use objective criteria, but racism snuck in; the HOLC and 
FHA valued homogeneity over heterogeneity, particularly in regard to ethnicity and 
race. Those communities depicted in “red” usually contained minorities: African-
Americans, Mexican-Americans, Asian-Americans, and sometimes newly arrived 
immigrant groups 
like Slavs, Jews, and 
Italians. This system of 
redlining ultimately 
drew private 
investment away 
from heterogeneous 
communities like 
[South Central,] 
Boyle Heights and 
Watts. Working class 
and white ethnic 
communities fared 
better, but were also 
penalized, often 
receiving C and 
sometimes D ratings. 
  
The impact of redlining cannot be overstated. Redlined communities struggled to 
receive federally backed home loans, making property ownership much more 
difficult for residents. Moreover, it made getting loans for home improvements – 
maintenance, upkeep and renovation – though not impossible, very unlikely. 
Neighborhoods fell into a vicious circle of decline: the inability to access capital lead 
to disrepair and the physical decline of a community’s housing stock, which in turn 
reinforced the redline designation. That redlining became equated with race and 
class led to the naturalization of segregation; white, working-class homeowners often 
sought to exclude those populations seen as threatening to home values. Redlined 
communities also sat closer to industrial areas, vice districts, and environmentally 
compromised settings, exposing residents to health risks and crime. 

When one examines the 1939 HOLC map for Los Angeles in conjunction with the 
“findings” of its appraisers and housing experts, the stark racism of the project 
appears undeniable. As Nelson succinctly puts it, HOLC maps were “explicitly 
racist . . . the racism isn’t subtext. It’s just text.” 
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The map’s depiction of several iconic L.A. communities makes this bias even clearer. 
According to appraisers, [South Central (D-52) is a "’melting pot’ area of Los Angeles 
and has long been thoroughly blighted. The Negro concentration is largely in the 
eastern two-thirds of the area… Population is uniformly of poor quality and many 
improvements are in a state of dilapidation. This area is a fit location for a slum 
clearance project. The area is accorded a "low red" grade.”] 
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SOURCE C 
Meares, Hadley (2015). When Central Avenue Swung: The Dunbar Hotel 
and the Golden Age of L.A.’s ‘Little Harlem’.  

Dr. John Somerville was raised in Jamaica. 
When he arrived in California in 1902, he was 
shocked by the lack of accommodations for 
people of color on the West Coast. Black 
travelers usually stayed with friends or relatives. 
Regardless of income, unlucky travelers usually 
had to room in "colored boarding houses" that 
were often dirty and unsafe. "In those places, 
we didn't compare niceness. We compared 
badness," Somerville's colleague, Dr. H. Claude 
Hudson remembered. "The bedbugs ate you up." Undeterred by the segregation and 
racism that surrounded him, Somerville was the first black man to graduate from the 
USC dental school. In 1912, he married Vada Watson, the first black woman to graduate 
from USC's dental school. 
  
By 1928, the Somervilles were a power couple — successful dentists, developers, tireless 
advocates for black Angelenos, and the founders of the L.A. chapter of the NAACP. As 
the Great Migration brought more black people to L.A., the city cordoned them off into 
the neighborhood surrounding Central Avenue. Despite boasting a large population of 
middle and upper class black families, there were still no first class hotels in Los Angeles 
that would accept blacks. In 1928, the Somervilles and other civic leaders sought to 
change all that. Somerville "entered a quarter million dollar indebtedness" and bought 
a corner lot at 42nd and Central. On this lot, in the heart of L.A.'s black community, a 
$250,000 four story hotel was built. It is said that only African-American labor and 
craftsmen were used. 
  
The Hotel Somerville boasted 100 guest rooms, 60 private baths, and assorted public 
rooms, all dressed with $35,000 worth of custom furniture. The opening gala in June 1928 
brought out over 5,000 people. "It was a palace compared to what we had been used 
to," H. Claude Hudson remembered. Like most grand hotels, there were numerous 
businesses within the building (many run by women). Over the years these included a 
100 seat dining room, bar, popular café, flower shop, nightclub, barbershop, ladies' 
hairdresser, and a stenographer's office. According to the L.A. Times:  

The entrance had a spectacular art deco chandelier and flagstone floors and arched 
windows and tiled floors. The main lobby looked like a regal Spanish arcade, with open 
balconies and steel grillwork. 
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DEFINITIONS 
internal: people, actions, and 
institutions from or established by 
community members 

external: people, actions, and 
institutions not from or established by 
community members 



The Somerville quickly became the 
unofficial town hall/country club of 
black Los Angeles. The hotel's guest 
rooms were consistently booked by 
various cosmopolitan visitors, 
including many entertainers 
(Josephine Baker), sports stars (Joe 
Louis) and important thinkers like 
Langston Hughes and Thurgood 
Marshall. The year it opened, the first 
West Coast convention of the 
[National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People] 
NAACP was held in the hotel. W.E.B. 
DuBois was an honored guest. "It was a place where the future of black America 
was discussed every night of the week in the lobby," Celes King III recalled. "There 
were very serious discussions between people like W.E.B. DuBois, doctors, lawyers 
and educators and other professionals. This was the place where many of them put 
together plans to improve the life style of their people." 

Despite the hotel's success, the depression hit the Somervilles hard. The hotel fell into 
the hands of a group of white investors, before being sold to Central Avenue 
powerbroker Lucius Lomax. He renamed it the Dunbar Hotel in honor of the tragic 
poet Paul Laurence Dunbar, the son of ex-slaves, who had risen to fame at the turn 
of the 20th century. It has been reported that in 1935, the hotel was briefly owned 
by the Father Divine cult, which used it as a dormitory and office building. In 1936, 
former Chicago businessman James "Jimmy" Nelson and his wife, Katherine, bought 
the Dunbar for $87,500. James, who friends called "the champ," proved to be a 
popular owner. A "very capable, progressive but reserved and unassuming" man 
who loved boxing and entertaining, he would become the face of the Dunbar 
during its most influential decades… 

During the '30s and '40s, Central Avenue was the peak of chic. The Dunbar was the 
sun around which the tight-knit neighborhood revolved… 
  
Everybody who was anybody in the jazz world stayed at the Dunbar — Ella 
Fitzgerald, Cab Calloway, Louis Armstrong, Duke Ellington, Billie Holiday, Fats Waller, 
Nat King Cole, Lena Horne, Billy Eckstein, Jelly Roll Morton, Ray Charles and Count 
Basie. Celes III, a future Tuskegee Airman, became fascinated with flying after the 
bandleader and frequent Dunbar guest, Jimmy Lunceford, took him up in his 
private plane. When the big bands came to play in the all-white venues across 
town, their black musicians would almost take up entire floors at the hotel. 
Musicians would tune up in the mezzanine or harmonize at the bar. Duke Ellington 
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and his high strung band threw raucous parties at the hotel, filled with "chicks and 
champagne everywhere."  
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SOURCE D  

The National Register of Historic Places (2008). Historic Resources 
Associated with African Americans in Los Angeles. 

“Los Angeles was wonderful. The air was 
scented with orange blossoms and 
beautiful homes lay low crouched on 
the earth as though they loved its scents 
and flowers. Nowhere in the United 
States is the Negro so well and 
beautifully housed, nor the average 
efficiency and intelligence in the 
colored population so high. Here is an 
aggressive, hopeful group — with some 
wealth, large industrial opportunity and a buoyant spirit.” - W.E.B Du Bois, The Crisis, 
July 1913 
  
"I didn't know where Sunset Boulevard was when I moved to L.A., but sure I knew 
Central" - Quincy Jones, 2011 

After the turn of the 20th century, Central Avenue rose to become the center of 
African American life in Los Angeles. The National Register of Historic Places notes: 

By 1915, the African American owned California Eagle newspaper was referring to 
Central Avenue as the “Black belt of the city.” Previously populated by Mexicans, 
Anglos, Asians and Europeans, the effort to create an African-American enclave in 
Los Angeles was a conscious one, spearheaded by the numerous African American-
owned businesses, churches, and other enterprises — one pivotal business leader 
was Sidney P. Dones, who in 1914 opened the Sidney P. Dones Company at 8th 
Street and Central, which offered real estate, insurance and legal services. Next 
door was the California Eagle. Other African American owned businesses clustered 
along Central Avenue between 8th and 12th streets. Home ownership among 
African Americans moving into the neighborhood swiftly followed. 

By the late 1920’s Central Avenue and 41st Street was the new heart of African 
American Los Angeles. At this intersection three significant structures stood as signs 
of the growth of the African American community. These included the Somerset 
Hotel, the Hudson-Liddell Building, and the Golden State Mutual Insurance Building. 
These enterprises drew black settlement down and around the Avenue. During the 
1930s the African American population of Los Angeles continued to climb, with most 
newcomers settling in the Central Avenue vicinity. In 1930, approximately 17,500 
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DEFINITIONS 
internal: people, actions, and 
institutions from or established by 
community members 

external: people, actions, and 
institutions not from or established 
by community members 



African American lived in the area; over the next decade nearly 25,000 blacks 
would join them…. 
  
The 1940s was a watershed 
decade for Central Avenue. 
The tremendous influx of 
African American migrants 
during and after World War II 
put major strains on the 
community — during the war 
years, 50,000 newcomers 
settled in and around the 
Avenue, with more arriving 
after the war.   

Central Avenue is famous for 
its role in the development of 
West Coast Jazz. [It became known as Little Harlem.] During the 1940s, gospel trios 
and quartets gained popularity and had a major influence in the development of 
Rhythm & Blues vocal groups — the most innovative of these groups in Los Angeles 
was the Three Sons of Thunder, formed in 1941. Mass choirs rose, replacing quartets 
in gospel music, with the most important being the Wings over Jordan Choir, 
organized by the Reverend Glen T. Settles. Jazz clubs abounded on Central Avenue. 
The work of Samuel Brown, the first African American music teacher in the Los 
Angeles public school system (he taught at Jefferson High School from 1936 to 1961) 
was a major influence on the up-and-coming jazz musicians of Los Angeles. 

The origin of jazz in Los Angeles has been attributed to a number of musicians who 
moved there from New Orleans and formed social dance bands. Nightclubs 
became the physical manifestation of jazz music, and these were mainly located 
along Central Avenue from Little Tokyo to Watts. The Club Alabam, the Apex Club, 
the Downbeat, the Flame and the Casablanca are the names of some of these 
clubs. Charlie Parker and Dizzie Gillespie brought a new form of jazz — Bebop — 
from New York to Los Angeles.  
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HANDOUT 1: WHAT WE KNOW ABOUT SOUTH 
CENTRAL LOS ANGELES (HISTORICAL CONTEXT)  

As a group, create a bullet-point list in response to the questions below. 

A. What do you already know about the time period between the 1920s and 1940s? 

B. What do you already know about South Central Los Angeles? 

C. What did you learn about South Central Los Angeles from the Lost LA “Coded 
Geographies” segment?   
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HANDOUT 2: ANALYZING SOURCES A-D FOR 
EVIDENCE 
Source A: Simpson, Kelly (2012). A Southern California Dream Deferred: Racial Covenants in 
Los Angeles. 

Deed restrictions like these prohibited non-Caucasian homeowners from owning their home. This is a clipping from former 
California State Assembly member and city councilman Hector De La Torre's South Gate home deed which shows that non-
Whites could only live in a restrictive covenant if they were essentially the slaves of the White homeowner. 

Does this source explain internal or external factors that shaped African-American South 
Central between the 1920s and 1950s? In the space provided, write internal or external: 
___________________________________ 

How does this source help answer, “What internal and external factors shaped African-
American South Central between the 1920s and 1950s?” 
________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Source B: Reft, Ryan (2017). Segregation in the City of Angels: A 1939 Map of 
Housing Inequality in L.A. 

1939 HOLC "redlining" map of central Los Angeles, courtesy of LaDale Winling and urbanoasis.org. 

Does this source explain internal or external factors that shaped African-American 
South Central between the 1920s and 1950s? In the space provided, write internal 
or external: _______________ 

How does this source help answer, “What internal and external factors shaped 
African-American South Central between the 1920s and 1950s?” 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Source C: Meares, Hadley (2015). When Central Avenue Swung: The Dunbar Hotel 
and the Golden Age of L.A.’s ‘Little Harlem’.  

Hotel Somerville ca. 1928 | Photo: Security Pacific National Bank Collection, Los Angeles Public Library 

Does this source explain internal or external factors that shaped African-American 
South Central between the 1920s and 1950s? In the space provided, write internal 
or external: _______________ 

How does this source help answer, “What internal and external factors shaped 
African-American South Central between the 1920s and 1950s?” 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Source D: The National Register of Historic Places (2008). Historic Resources 
Associated with African Americans in Los Angeles. 

Ringside at Club Albam, ca. 1945 | Photo: Shades of L.A. Collection, Los Angeles Public Library 

Does this source explain internal or external factors that shaped African-American 
South Central between the 1920s and 1950s? In the space provided, write internal 
or external: _______________ 

How does this source help answer, “What internal and external factors shaped 
African-American South Central between the 1920s and 1950s?” 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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HANDOUT 3: THE DBQ (DOCUMENT-BASED 
QUESTION)  
1. Read the DBQ inquiry question and determine what the question is asking. 

2. Consider the historical context and brainstorm a list of what you already know 
about the time period, South Central Los Angeles, and what you learned from 
the Lost LA “Coded Geographies” episode. Create bullet-point lists on the 
handout titled “What We Know About South Central Los Angeles.” 

3. Read, highlight and analyze the sources assigned to you. Remember each 
member of your group should have a different source. Annotate using the 
annotation strategy that your teacher has asked you to use. 

4. After you have read, annotated and completed the corresponding source 
handout, share with your group whether your source shows internal or external 
factors that shaped African-American South Central between the 1920s and 
1950s. As a group decide where you should paste your corresponding source 
handout on the DBQ poster. Should your source go on the side of internal factors 
or external factors?  

5. Once you all have decided where your four sources belong, you will need to 
answer the inquiry question in a paragraph as a group. Your group’s response 
must answer the inquiry question in a short paragraph. Be sure to write your 
group’s answer in the format that your teacher has asked you to practice. 

6.  See DBQ Poster Model.  
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